Introduction
We present a model built primarily to study the water flow in a single tree within a forest. After comparing it with other available systems, we develop the characteristics of our model and its usefulness.
Materials and Methods

Outline of the model
The structure of the model ( Fig. 1) (Jarvis, 1975; Granier, 1987; Granier and Claustres, 1989) (Fig. 2) The minimum value of leaves occurs leaves about 1 h after (E max ): at that time, transpiration and absorption are equal. This fact provides a means to obtain an estimation of the total resistance of the transpirational pathway (Fig. 3) .
It is possible to determine the 3 parameters (2 resistances and 1 capacitance) of the equivalent circuit having the same transfer function (= transpiration versus absorption (Landsberg et al., 1976; Milne and Young, 1985; Wronski et al., 1985; Edward et al., 1986) by its structure. Nevertheless, for the moment, due to the lack of experimental data, it is likely that several models of the same object (e.g., same species) can be presented, each having its own strengths and weaknesses. Therefore, we believe that it is more useful to compare different approaches to the same object rather than different models designed for different objects.
